
Galway Lake Campers’ Association, Inc. 
    25 Washington Road, Scotia, New York 12302 
 A Private Membership Lake Association 
 
 

June 4, 2018 
 

Dear Member, 
 
Welcome to the 2018 summer season at beautiful Galway Lake. This past year was eventful in 
that there were substantial changes in Galway Lake Campers’ Association management 
operations.  Glen Rundell retired last year as Association President after fourteen years of 
continuous service.  In addition, Neil Cayey retired as Association Secretary/Treasurer after 
eighteen years of official service and many additional years of volunteer work on Association 
membership.  I would like to publicly thank both of these individuals for their many thousands of 
personal hours dedicated to ensuring the continuing enjoyment of our lake by all campers. If you 
meet these volunteers this summer, please give them a warm “thank you” for their many years of 
dedicated service.  In the spirit of volunteerism, Peter Zakriski has stepped up to serve as 
Secretary/Treasurer this past December.  His new responsibilities are a substantial commitment 
of time and talent.  We wish him all success in his new position. I would also like to thank Kurt 
Ladu, for his continued volunteer services to control our lake level and manager/operator of our 
boat launch.   Kurt’s continued service is essential for campers to the enjoy of the lake. Lois 
Seyse receives little recognition for her work as Association Clerk, but she is largely responsible 
for the day to day operation of the association’s business. Thank you, Lois.  Lastly, yours truly 
will try to captain a large ship with a very small rudder. 
 
Lake Preservation 
The following sections are freely abstracted from Glen’s previous annual letters to campers.  
Protecting our lake is the primary goal of the GLCA Lake Preservation Committee.  Bruce 
Kniskern and his committee continue to spend innumerable hours each summer toward 
maintaining the health and water quality of Galway Lake.  Bruce has prepared the attached 
committee memo and will also summarize the committee’s work at the annual meeting of the 
Association on July 14, 2018. 
 
Nutrient Reduction 
Weeds are natural in all lakes and reservoirs, but excess nutrients-primarily from poorly 
functioning septic systems, stimulate excessive weed growth.  To control nutrients entering the 
lake, the Association has extended the Pump Out Program (POP) to all campers effective August 
2017. See Bruce’s attached committee report to this letter for program details.  Camper 
participation in POP is a win-win as it lowers your membership costs, ensures healthier septic 
systems and improves lake water quality.  Over the last three years the association has removed 
165,000 gallons of septage from camper’s septic systems near and around the shores of the lake.  
Let’s continue to improve POP participation.  
 
The lake association recently purchased a small in-lake weed harvester for use by individual 
campers. Details on the use of this resource are also contained in the lake Preservation Report at 



the end of this letter.  Here is potential mechanism to control aquatic weeds along your shoreline.    
Note to future weed harvesters, please remember to collect as many cut weeds as possible as 
cuttings can re-root and potentially exacerbate existing weed issues.   
 
 
 Blue-Green Algae  
The NY State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYDEC) has reported an increase of 
harmful blue-green algal blooms in many NYS lakes.  Galway Lake has been no exception to 
this trend as we are a warm water lake. Infrequent and localized toxic algal blooms have 
occurred in our lake during previous summers. Campers are encouraged to review the 
information provided in previous association reports as to the potential health hazards to human 
and pets from exposer to potentially toxic algae.  
 
Invasive Plants and Animals   
Galway campers have been extremely lucky to date concerning the low number and variety of 
invasive plants and animals currently in our lake.  This past summer an infestation of Water 
Chestnut was found at the north end of the lake.  Thankfully, a group of volunteers quickly 
eradicated this source, but this invasion will have to be monitored into the future.  
 In addition, lands adjacent to the lake have been found to contain Japanese Knotweed, an 
aggressive, invasive terrestrial plant.  The association has taken action to eradicate this plant in 
the vicinity of the dam.  Campers are encouraged to learn how to identify this new invasive in 
their area.  
 
Reminders 
 As you enjoy the lake this summer, please remember to abide by all safe boating laws that relate 
to boat operation.  An approved personal flotation device (PFD) is required for each person and 
should be worn at all times when on a boat. Boats with electric motors are required to be licensed 
and numbered according to NYS law. Running lights are also required of powered vessels at 
night. Please include your camp number on all boats and docks to ensure their ready return if 
found adrift.  
We all value the peace and quiet of Galway Lake, so please be considerate of your neighbors at 
all times. Current NYS law prohibits firecrackers and related device usage by individuals at any 
time. The law does permit the use of sparklers and other novelty fireworks by individual 18 years 
and older.   
Emergency services to the lake often have a difficult time identifying camp numbers within 
groves.  Please post your camp numbers and letters at least three (3) inches high in a highly 
visible location.  In addition, the Galway Fire Department needs “a minimum of 14 feet vertical 
clearance” to navigate equipment in your grove.  Any grove with year-round residences assumes 
the responsibility for maintaining its roads to permit year-round access for emergency vehicles 
and personnel.  Emergency numbers are noted in the Camp Directory, but also need to be handy.    
Therefore, it is recommended these numbers be posted on the refrigerator door.  In addition, 
EMTs are requesting you fill out a medical emergency sheet (available from Galway EMS) for 
each camper and place it inside your freezer door.   
Please be mindful of the fact that if you leave a dock or boat on the lakebed during winter, you 
do so knowing it may be damaged or destroyed by ice movement during next year’s annual refill 
process.  



 
Dam Safety Status 
New York State Department of Environmental Resources (DEC) has yet to make a final decision 
on the Lake’s hazard status, but it seems more than likely that it will be adjusted upward from 
medium (Class B) to a higher (Class C) due to existing structures downstream from the dam.  
We’ll provide an update on the dam hazard status at the next annual association meeting.  
 
 BUDGET  2018-2019 
 
This conservative budget will provide funding for annual expenditures at historic rates and 
includes funding for the capital reserve fund to finance future capital projects.  An abbreviated 
tentative 2018-19 Budget adopted by the GLCA Board has been appended below:  
 
Taxes       $37,000.00 
Legal       $16,000.00 
Audit and Tax Preparation      $3,000.00 
Donations                         $1,500.00 
Directory         $2,300.00 
Insurance      $30,000.00      
Maintenance        $7,000.00 
Clerk Office Expenses      $7,500.00 
Federation of Lakes dues          $700.00 
Capital Reserve Fund     $10,000.00 
Water Testing        $2,500.00 
Engineering Study – DEC Requirement    $3,500.00 
Fence repair        $1,500.00 
Pump Out Program     $15,000.00 
Knot Weed Control       $1,000.00 
Waterfowl Management      $1,500.00 
Contingency       $10,000.00 
             Total      $150,000.00 
 
If this proposed budget is approved by the membership at the Annual Lake Association Meeting 
that will be held at Ruback’s Grove Pavilion on Saturday July 14, 2018, the assessment per camp 
will be $220. 
 
I would like to encourage you to attend the annual Association Meeting on July14, 2018 to better 
understand the lake management programs and procedures of your Association.  If you are 
unable to attend, please use the attached proxy form to designate another camper to represent 
your interests.  Please send your proxy to arrive prior the meeting to:   Ms. Lois Seyse, Clerk, 25 
Washington Road, Scotia, New York 12302. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bruce F. Rowell, President 



   
 
 
     **PROXY** 
 
To:  Ms. Lois B. Seyse, Clerk 
       Galway lake Campers Association, Inc. 
       25 Washington Road 
       Scotia, New York 12302 
 
I hereby appoint __________________________________________ to act for me in matters to 
be enacted at the July 14, 2018 Annual Meeting of the GLCA. 
 
My Grove is ____________________________  Signed _____________________________ 
 
My camp number is ____________   Date:  ______________________________ 
  
        
       


